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Seth 'Soul Man” Ferranti

serves up hardcore convict
life in a story as lethal as the
death penalty in his first book,
Prison Stories, currently avail-
able from Gorilla Convict
Publications. No stranger to
the system, Ferranti was
arrested in 1993 after faking
his own suicide and spending
two years as a fugitive on the
US Marshal's “Most Wanted"
list. A first-time, non-violent
offender, he has currently
served 12 years of his 25-
year mandatory minimum
sentence for an LSD “drug
kingpin” conviction.

In Prison Stories Ferranti
brings to life to a world that
few have access to: the
tough, day-to-day realities of
daily fife in prisons across the
country. The novel's main
character, Guero (Spanish
slang for “white boy"}, pro-
vides the reader with an unre-
stricted glimpse of his interac-
tions “behind the wall.” Itis
an environment where dis-
placed souis form brotherly
bonds and notions of honor
strain the decisions of men
caught in an all-or-nothing
environment. The reader

~ learns quickly that in prison
mistakes bring attention, dis-
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frust is ingrained in everyone
and the littlest things can get
you killed. It's clear that
Ferranti applies a similar
brand of steicism to his own
life, as he explains in a 1998
interview for Rofling Stone
magazine: "most predators
are bullies. They prey an
weak people. So you can't
ook weak. You just have 1o
be assertive with people.
Assertive but polite.” Thisis a
philosophy that he seems to
have transposed onto his fic-
tional alter-ego.

Frison Stories opens as
Guero begins a lengthy sen-
tence in federal custody and
the ensu-
ing chap-
ters
depict, in
Ferranti's
trade-
mark grit,
his strug-
gle to
maintain
his humanity as a convict.
The uncertainty of environ-
ment, the power and securily
of the prison hierarchy and
the anguish when “normal”
values are tested in an envi-
ronment of treachery and
deceit are felt in this tale of
blood and bones survival.

Prison Stories transports
the reader to a world sur-
rounded by steel and con-
crete, bringing a level of real-
ism seldom found in novels or
in television programs like
"Oz." The reader is able 1o
witness Guero’s struggle to
overcome his demons and
achieve even while surround-
ed by people motivated by
mayhem, corruption and
greed. The pages of this
book represent the experi-
ence of many individuals.
Prison Stories is a must read
for anyone interested in the
reality of incarceration.

To order, send $18.95 to
Gorilla Convict Publications
P.O. Box 492, St. Peters, MO
63376. For more information,
visit goriffaconvict.com



